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This is the story of Prince Siddhartha and how he became Buddha, the Awakened One. Lyrical

verse and beautiful full-color illustrations depict each major life event in Siddhartha's development.

His message of nonviolence, loving-kindness, and unselfishness is vitally necessary for

today's--and tomorrow's--children. A story made for the telling--open this tale to a child and shore up

the possibility of a bright and loving future!
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Hey guys :-)I originally bought this book for my nephew to read. I wanted to expand his horizons on

subjects he wasn't familiar with, so I figured this book would be a great introduction to Buddhism. I

never read it myself, but when it arrived in the mail today, I was tempted to jump right in.Wow! It was

so good, I finished it in one session. So often, I came across Buddhist books and teachings that

seemed to complicate the Buddha's simple message of inner transformation and showing kindness

and respect for others. It was difficult for me to find information on the Buddha's life without it



complicating things, so this book was a breath of fresh air. Colorful illustrations wonderfully

complemented the exciting story of how Prince Siddhartha came to be the Buddha. This book was

both easy to understand and inspiring. I was particularly excited at the vivid account of Siddhartha

meditating under the Tree of Enlightenment as Mara (the evil force representing our negative

thoughts and emotions) tried everything in his power to thwart his efforts ('The Great Battle', pages

92-97). I feel this represents the struggle we all face to overcome our limiting, self-destructive

selves.Even though I'm not a Buddhist, reading about the Buddha's interactions with all kinds of

people inspired me to practice my own spiritual exercises more fervently in hopes of one day

attaining the same conscious state of bliss the Buddha experienced. The Buddha's behavior and

lifestyle very much reminded me of the Gnostic Jesus.Please keep in mind that this book is an

introduction to Buddhism. Don't expect to find any detailed description of practices used to attain

Buddhahood. That's beyond the scope of this book.
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